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Reverend Samuel Maddock and Ropley Vicarage in the 19th century 
Version 1a April 2020 

 

 

Rev Samuel Maddock1 

 

Catherine Mitchell - Ropley April 2020  

 
1 This portrait along with portraits of other Ropley vicars were located behind the organ in 

Ropley church before the fire.  Photos were taken of the portraits shortly before the fire.  It is 

assumed that the original was destroyed during the fire. The lithograph is signed and dated 

G. B. Black 869 Strand London 1851. 
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Introduction 
As part of the Ropley History Network and Archive, one small group is looking at the centre 

of the village in the 19th century. This document summarises the research I have undertaken 

into Rev Samuel Maddock and Ropley Vicarage during this period. Samuel Maddock was the 

vicar of Ropley for over 50 years until his death in 1871 at the age of 88. 

There are three sections: 

• Rev Samuel Maddock and his family 

• The 19th century vicarage in Ropley 

• Tithes due to the vicar in the mid-19th century 

Appendix A lists my sources of information, which may be useful for others in the village 

starting out on a local history project. Appendix B provides more information about the old 

maps I have used. 

As a relative newcomer to Ropley, I am aware that there are people who have lived in 

Ropley for far longer than me who will have information to add to what I have written here. 

I am hoping that this document may prompt others to come forward with additional 

information and material, so that we can build up a more comprehensive documented 

archive of Samuel Maddock and Ropley Vicarage in the 19th century.  

Do you have any pictures from the period; are some of my details incorrect; are there any 

records about the building of the new stables and coach house in the 1890s; do you know 

anything about the belt of land behind the vicarage with the avenue of trees; are you a 

descendant of Samuel Maddock etc?   

Please email me at cmropleyhistory@gmail.com with your comments, amendments and 

additional material.  

Thank you 

Catherine Mitchell, Little Russel House, Vicarage Lane, Ropley, April 2020 

 

You can find out more about the Ropley History Network and Archive by: 
 

✓ emailing ropleyhistory@gmail.com 
✓ looking at the website https://ropleysociety.org/ropley-history-network-and-archive/ 
✓ joining the Facebook group  https://www.facebook.com/groups/907273653059061/ 

 

mailto:cmropleyhistory@gmail.com
mailto:ropleyhistory@gmail.com
https://ropleysociety.org/ropley-history-network-and-archive/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/907273653059061/
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Family tree of Samuel Maddock 
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Samuel Maddock and his family 

Parents 
Samuel was born in Nottingham in 1783, where his father Benjamin Maddock was an 

apothecary and surgeon. His mother was Mary (nee North).  

His parents were married on 21 January 1779 in Redmile, Leicestershire, where Mary lived. 

Figure 1: Marriage record of Benjamin Maddock and Mary North 

 

The records2 indicate that by 1778 Benjamin was established as a surgeon with an 

apprentice, and that he continued to have an apprentice until at least 1804. He died in 

Arnold, Nottinghamshire in 1831 at the age of 86. Probate records show that he was a 

wealthy man, leaving £12,000 which is equivalent to about £1.3 million today. 

Siblings 
Samuel had two brothers, both of whom were also clergymen, and a sister. All four children 

were baptised at St Mary’s, Nottingham. 

The Rev Henry John Maddock was vicar in Huddersfield, while the Rev Benjamin Maddock 

was vicar in Tadcaster, Yorkshire. 

Wife  
Samuel married Elizabeth Ann Thompson in 1807 in Grantham, Lincolnshire.  

Figure 2: Marriage record of Samuel Maddock and Elizabeth Ann Thompson 

 

 
2 Britain, Country Apprentices 1710 - 1808 
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Samuel and Elizabeth had seven children – three sons and four daughters – who were born 

over a period of 20 years from 1809 to 1829. 

Elizabeth Ann died in 1847 at the age of about 60 and was buried in Ropley churchyard. 

Insert photo of gravestone if possible 

Career 
By 1813 Samuel was curate at the church in Drayton Beauchamp in Buckinghamshire.3 In 

1814 he moved to become the curate of St Mary’s church, Long Sutton, Lincolnshire, where 

two of his children were born.  

While the parishioners at Long Sutton liked their new curate, he was dismissed by the vicar 

in 1817. Figure 3 describes what happened.  

Figure 3: Extract from The Maddocks Brothers of Nottingham4 

 

Figure 3 makes reference to Samuel Maddock’s sermon The Curate’s Appeal and Farewell, a 

copy of which can be found here: 

https://play.google.com/books/reader?id=40yRpr1iE6IC&hl=en_GB&pg=GBS.PA1 

The front of the document describes it as a sermon preached in Sutton St Mary church on 

Sunday 28 December 1817 (figure 4). 

 
3 The Early History of the Church Missionary Society for Africa and the East to the end of 1814 
4 See Appendix A for full reference 

https://play.google.com/books/reader?id=40yRpr1iE6IC&hl=en_GB&pg=GBS.PA1
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Figure 4: The Curate’s Appeal and Farewell 
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The sermon was fairly lengthy, running to 44 pages. Figure 5 gives a flavour of the style of 

the sermon. 

Figure 5: Extract from The Curate’s Appeal and Farewell 

 

In 1818 Samuel became the vicar of Ropley and Bishop’s Sutton, where he remained for the 

rest of his life.  

By the time of the 1851 census, Samuel was living as a widower in the vicarage at Ropley 

with all four of his daughters, plus a servant and a cook. The 1871 census lists Samuel living 

in the vicarage with three of his daughters (Sophia, Marianne and Anna), plus a cook, 

parlour maid and a housemaid. 

Samuel died in 1871 and was buried within the chancel of Ropley church.  

Insert photos if available 

 

Figure 6: Probate details for Samuel Maddock 

 

The Annals of Old Ropley, written by Marianna Hagen (1856 -1932), form a collection of 

notes and anecdotes about Ropley. She lived at Ropley House with her parents, and latterly 

at Meadowside in Church Street, Ropley. She writes at length about Samuel Maddock on 

page 6: http://www.ropleyvds.ropleysociety.org/annals/for_righteousness_sake.html 

http://www.ropleyvds.ropleysociety.org/annals/for_righteousness_sake.html
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Samuel and Elizabeth’s children 

Rev Edward Knight Maddock 1809 -1881 

Edward was born in Nottingham. By the age of 32 he was an employee of the East India 

Company as part of the ‘ecclesiastical establishment.’5  In 1840 he married Lucinda Smith.  

By 1871 he was living in the rectory at Hinton Ampner, as the curate in charge. 

Ellen Corrie Maddock 1811 - 1870 

Ellen was born in Long Sutton, Lincolnshire. She married Thomas Floud in Ropley in 1854 

when she was 42 years old. Thomas was the curate at Steep. She died in 1870 in 

Whitchurch. 

Rev Robert North Maddock 1814 - 1867 

Robert was born in Long Sutton, Lincolnshire. He became the principal of the Mussoorie 

School6, Bengal in India. 

Mussoorie was a hill station situated in the Dehra Dun 
District of United Provinces during the British period. A hill 
station is a high-altitude town used as a place of refuge from 
the summer heat. Prevalent in South Asia, they are to be 
found throughout Southeast Asia. Hill stations are largely 
identified with European colonialists but the origins of many 
go back much further in time. 
 

Mussoorie was developed from 1825 as a summer retreat 
and remains a popular tourist destination. Several boarding 
schools catering for British families were established in and 
around Mussoorie.7 

 

Maddock’s school, known as Grant Lodge, was established in 1849. It was later known as 

the Mussoorie School and was purchased by the Diocesan Board of Education in 1867.8 

Colonel Sir Robert Warburton9 described his experience of attending Maddock’s school 

(figure 7)10. 

 

 

 

 

 
5 Register of employees of the East India Company and the India Office, 1746-1939 
6 The Maddock Brothers of Nottingham 
7 The Families in British India Society 
8 https://wiki.fibis.org/w/Mussoorie#cite_ref-2 
9 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Warburton 
10 Eighteen years in the Khyber, 1879-1908 
https://www.archive.org/stream/cu31924020369108#page/n33/mode/2up 

https://wiki.fibis.org/w/Mussoorie#cite_ref-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Warburton
https://www.archive.org/stream/cu31924020369108#page/n33/mode/2up
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Figure 7: Extract from Eighteen years in the Khyber, 1879-1908 

 

Robert died in Mussoorie, Bengal, India at the age of 53. Colonel Warburton notes that 

Robert was ‘returning to England after many years of hard and patient work at Mussoorie, 

when an attack of smallpox brought his useful life to an end.’ 

In May 1869 the original Ropley schoolhouse on the Petersfield Road was replaced by a new 

building on the present day site, built by the Maddock family in memory of Robert. A 

monogram bearing his initials R.N.M. can be seen on the front of the school.11 

Insert photo of monogram  

Sophia Deacon Maddock 1818 – 1912 

Sophia was born in London and baptised in Ropley in 1819. She lived in Ropley Vicarage until 

the death of her father in 1871. She spent her later years in Bristol, where she died in 1912. 

Samuel Horace Clarke Maddock 1822 – 1871 

Samuel was born in Ropley. In 1855 he married Matilda Bryan Warner. He was a solicitor in 

Surrey, where he died in 1871. 

 
11 Ropley -Past and Present 
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Marianne Waring Maddock 1825 -1886 

Marianne was born in Ropley and lived in Ropley Vicarage until the death of her father in 

1871. She died in Devon. 

Anna Rachel Maddock 1829 – 1894 

Anna was born in Ropley and lived in Ropley Vicarage until the death of her father in 1871. 

In 1880 she married Isaac James Smith and lived in Devon. She died in Bournemouth in 

1894. 
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The Vicarage  
In the 19th century Ropley Vicarage was situated on what we now call Vicarage Lane, 

opposite Maddocks Hill. Built in the late 18th century, an extra wing, coach house and 

stables were added at the end of the 19th century.12 The house is now divided into two 

(Rookwood House and Monksmead), while the coach house and stables are now a house 

(Little Russel House). 

A combination of the 1845 tithe map and the 1870 and 1895 ordnance survey maps 

provides useful information about what the Vicarage and its surrounds looked like in the 

19th century (figures 8 – 12). Appendix B provides additional information about the maps. 

What do the maps tell us about the Vicarage? 
The tithe map shows that as well as the Vicarage, there were gardens, outbuildings and a 

paddock (figure 11). Maybe the outbuildings included stables for the horse(s)?   

The tithe map also marks a ‘belt’ of land around one side of the paddock and the gardens 

(figure 11). The apportionment record describes its ‘state of cultivation’ as ‘plantation.’ The 

1870 map marks this area as lined with trees (figure 9), so maybe they were the ‘plantation’ 

described in the tithe records?  I am hoping that those with more knowledge than me can 

advise here. 

There are several large old beech trees with tree preservation orders standing in the 

gardens of Rookwood House, Little Russel House and the 20th century house next to Little 

Russel House. Assuming these are the same trees as those shown on the 1870 map, they 

must be at least 150 years old. If they existed when the tithe map was created, they would 

be at least 195 years old.  

 

 
12 Ropley Past and Present 
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The large beech tree standing at the front of Little Russel House also appears to be marked 

on the 1870 map (figure 9). 

 

The 1870 map shows that the Vicarage garden had several trees where now is lawn and 

flower beds (figure 9). The Annals of Old Ropley13 describe these ‘ornamental trees’: 

 

The revised ordnance survey map of 1895 shows that the old outbuildings have been 

replaced by the new stables and coach house (now Little Russel House), and the ornamental 

trees described in the Annals of Ropley have been replaced by a lawn (figure 12). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
13 The Howleys were the vicars of Ropley from 1757 to 1811 
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Figure 8: 1870 map of Ropley  

 

 

Figure 9: 1870 map of Ropley Vicarage 
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Figure 10:  1845 Tithe map of Ropley  

43 = Vicarage    723 = Ropley Manor   21a = The Old Forge     Houses are red, and outbuildings are grey 
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Figure 11:  1845 Tithe map of Ropley vicarage 

41 = paddock    42 = belt   43 = house, garden and buildings   The house is red, and the outbuildings are grey 

 

 

Figure 12:  1895 map of Ropley Vicarage 
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What does this area look like in 2020? The field behind the vicarage garden is still an arable 

field, but the paddock area now contains seven additional houses and gardens (figure 13). 

Figure 13: Centre of Ropley in 21st century 
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Tithes due to the vicar in mid-19th century 
The tithe apportionment records and map allow us to see what land Samuel Maddock held 

as a landowner, because of his position as vicar (called vicarial glebe)14. 

As well as the vicarage, garden, outbuildings and paddock, two other areas are listed. The 

first is glebe land on the west side of the parish which is described as arable (figures 14 and 

15). 

Figure 14: Extract from tithe apportionment records – Glebe land 

 

 

Figure 15: Glebe land on 1845 tithe map (number 248) 

 

 
14 See Appendix B for information about the tithes 
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The second is the schoolhouse and garden on the Petersfield Road (figures 16 and 17). 

Samuel Maddock founded the first school in Ropley in 1826.15 

Figure 16: Extract from tithe apportionment records -schoolhouse and garden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
15 Ropley Past and Present 
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Figure 17: Schoolhouse on 1845 tithe map 

 

The apportionment records note the gross rent payable to the tithe owners in lieu of tithes. 

The vicar received over £250, which is worth about £30,000 today (figure 16). 

Figure 16:  Gross rent charge payable to the tithe owners in the parish of Ropley 
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Appendix A: Information sources 

The following were my main information sources: 

Parish and census records (using genealogy websites) 

Maps – see Appendix B 

‘The Maddock Brothers of Nottingham: A Family of Evangelical Clergy’ by Roger Beckwith, 

Warden of Latimer House, Oxford 

https://churchsociety.org/docs/churchman/099/Cman_099_4_Beckwith.pdf  

‘Annals of Old Ropley’ by Marianna S. Hagen 

‘Ropley – Past and Present’ compiled and edited by The Ropley Society 

http://www.ropleyvds.ropleysociety.org/annals/ 

‘The Early History of the Church Missionary Society for Africa and the East to the end of 

AD 1814 ‘ by Rev Charles Hole BA 

https://archive.org/details/earlyhistoryofch00hole/page/n6/mode/2up  

  

https://churchsociety.org/docs/churchman/099/Cman_099_4_Beckwith.pdf
http://www.ropleyvds.ropleysociety.org/annals/
https://archive.org/details/earlyhistoryofch00hole/page/n6/mode/2up
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Appendix B:  19th Century Maps 
I have used two sets of maps: 

• tithe maps 

• ordnance survey maps 

The following provides more information about each. 

Tithe apportionment records and maps 
Created in a period from 1837 to the early 1850s tithe records were the result of one of the 

largest surveys into the usage, ownership and occupation of land in England and Wales since 

the Domesday book. 

Tithes, originally one-tenth of the produce of the land, were paid to the church and, after 

the Reformation, to some lay tithe owners as well. These "lay impropriators" were often 

landowners that historically gained the rights to the tithe rent payments on the 

redistribution of monastery lands in Henry VIII's time. When this land appears in the 19th 

century records, the sums payable to the successive landholders will be listed within the 

apportionment records. So you may find that an amount of rent was destined to go to the 

vicar, and another sum to a non-ecclesiastical landowner. 

 The Tithes Commutation Act of 1836 finally abolished payment of "goods in kind" and 

instituted a fixed annual monetary payment based on the land value. The aim of the 

government was that over time and with inflation, this tithe payment would diminish to 

nothing but a mere token amount. But first the government had to discover the value of the 

land holdings across the country so that it could carry out its plan. To do this, a grand survey 

was undertaken, and the result was tithe apportionment records and their accompanying 

maps. 

As soon as the Act of Parliament was passed the surveying started. Taking about 15 years to 

carry out, with the first completed tithe maps and apportionments beginning from 1837. 

The tithe apportionment schedule is the key to the tithe map.  It tells us who owned what 

pieces of land, what it was used for and the amount of payment due.  The schedule is 

divided into columns: 

• Landowners 

• Occupiers – if the landowner, this is shown as ‘himself’, otherwise the tenant’s name 

is given 

• The plot number referring to the tithe map 

• Name or description of the land, premises or field 

• State of cultivation e.g. arable, meadow, pasture, wood, garden, plantation 

• The size – in acres, roods and perches  

• The money due to the Vicar 

• The money due to Impropriators (lay tithe owners) 
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If you are interested in exploring the tithe records for Ropley, contact the Ropley History 

Network and Archive, who will be able to advise. The genealogy website The Genealogist 

provides access to the tithe records in a searchable format. 

Ordnance Survey Maps – six-inch England and Wales 1842 -1852 
‘The history of the Ordnance Survey’s mapping begins in 1791 when the government, fearful 

of the threat of an invasion by French revolutionary forces, instructed the then Board of 

Ordnance to make a detailed survey of the vulnerable southern regions of England. The 

upheavals in France and the subsequent Napoleonic Wars passed without an invasion, but 

the work of the Ordnance Survey continued and soon turned into a major national 

project.’16 

This series of maps is the most detailed topographic mapping that covers all of England and 

Wales from the 1840s to the 1950s. The whole country was initially surveyed between 1842 

and 1893. From 1891 to 1941 all counties were revised once. They were updated regularly 

for urban or rapidly changing areas from 1914 to the 1940s. 

Single trees were mapped if they were prominent landmarks, of historic interest, or marked 

an administrative boundary.  They were surveyed to one metre accuracy and the base of the 

trunk symbol indicates its planting position.  The first edition OS maps are renowned for 

their accuracy and detail but when later revisions were rolled out the specification was 

simplified. For example, hedgerow trees were no longer mapped. Some trees in avenues or 

rows were left off so there was not confusion with boundary information, and not all 

avenue/rows of trees are shown if they are at less than 15 metre intervals. However single 

trees which are prominent landmarks were surveyed to an accuracy of one metre.  

Copies of the maps can be found on the National Library of Scotland’s website: 

Bighton, Bishops Sutton and Ropley - 1870 

https://maps.nls.uk/view/102343056 

Bishops Sutton, Bramdean, Ropley and West Tisted- Revised 1895 

https://maps.nls.uk/view/101440734 

Bishops Sutton, Bramdean, Ropley and West Tisted - Revised 1908 

https://maps.nls.uk/view/101440731 

Want to know more about maps? 
Cassini historical maps website provides more information about maps, and provides keys 

and legends. 

http://www.ancestry-maps.com/page-ose.asp# 

 
16 http://www.ancestry-maps.com/page-ose.asp# 

 

https://maps.nls.uk/view/102343056
https://maps.nls.uk/view/101440734
https://maps.nls.uk/view/101440731
http://www.ancestry-maps.com/page-ose.asp
http://www.ancestry-maps.com/page-ose.asp

